Project 2000: the gap between theory and practice.
This article explores the theory-practice gap in the context of Project 2000. Drawing on the findings of empirical research into the implementation of Project 2000 in one district health authority, we conclude that tensions between education and service staff have far from disappeared with the advent of Project 2000. The article discusses firstly the difference in emphasis between education and service staff over the question of equipping students with practical skills during their Common Foundation Programme. Secondly, we discuss the fact that whilst educationalists are intent on fostering self-directed learning in students, service staff are more concerned with producing safe practitioners. The article concludes on an optimistic note, suggesting that although service and education staff may differ in the relative importance they attach to teaching students particular types of skill; and although they may be operating on different timescales, fundamental disagreements between the two groups are absent.